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. . . Gued By This Startling 
Lobby Display Set-Piece 


This eye-catching, ear-catching display 
is also your basis for several easy-to-do 
bally stunts suggested on this page. To 
build the display, all you need is a blow- 
up of the still of Faye Emerson and a 
drawing of a black and evil bird. Hook 
up your p.a. system to a loudspeaker 
behind the bird and arrange for an 
usher, at peak hours, to say repeatedly: 
“Find the Blackmailer . . . Find the 
Blackmailer.”’ 


Faye Emerson photo required for this 
set-piece is Still B 10 available at your 
Vitagraph Exchange. 


Your Follow-up ‘Talking Blackbird’ Bally: 


MYSTERY CAGE WITH 
REAL BLACKBIRDS 


Place a large curtained cage in lobby 
with sign above it reading: ONLY THIS 
TALKING BLACKBIRD KNOWS THE 
SECRET OF THE ‘BLACKMAILER 
MURDERS’ .. . But He Won’t Talk! 
LOOK INSIDE... SEE iF YOU CAN 
“FIND THE BLACKMAILER”! Patrons 
look through a peep hole inside which 
is a display of stills and posters plus sev- 


eral live blackbirds. 


‘PERSONAL’ AD REQUESTS 
TALKING BLACKBIRD 


Insert this ad in your local paper’s ‘‘Per- 
sonal”? Column to help spread word-of- 
mouth about your showing: 


WANTED: A “‘talking blackbird’’ for dis- 

play in the lobby of the Strand Theatre 
in connection with the showing of Warner 
Bros.’ ‘‘Find the Blackmailer,”” in which a 
“talking blackbird” reveals the secret of the 
“shakedown murders.”’ Bring your ‘talking 
blackbird’’ to the Strand Friday at 8 P.M. 


THE MANAGER 





Ask the newspaper to cover the arrival 
of any “talking birds,”’ such as parrots, 
for story and picture. 


TREASURE HUNT TO 
‘FIND THE BLACKMAILER’ 


From the claws of the blackbird drawn 
on display shown above, hang a wire 
waste basket filled with folded heralds 
(see right). On a limited number of 
these heralds imprint the announcement, 
‘You have found the Blackmailer .. . 
present this card at the box-office for 
free admission to see ‘Find the Black- 


mailer’.”’ 





NEWSPAPER WANT AD 
CONTEST A ‘NATURAL’ 


Cut apart a drawing of the “talking 
blackbird” in the form of a jig-saw puz- 
zle and arrange for local newspaper to 
spot one section in each of a number of 
want ads. Paper’s institutional ad an- 
nounces the contest this way: 
“FIND THE BLACKMAILER ... By Find- ) 
ing The Talking Blackbird who knows the 
secret of the ‘blackmail murders.’ As you 
look for the talking blackbird you’ll also 
FIND THE BEST BUYS in the Daily News 
Want Ads. We have made a jig-saw puzzle 
of the talking blackbird and placed the 
various sections throughout our ads. Find 
the pieces and put together the talking 
blackbird. The first 25 complete answers 
received will win guest tickets to see ‘FIND 
THE BLACKMAILER’ at the Strand The- 
atre.”” Use ad mat for theatre credits. 


MAKE UP YOUR OWN 
HERALD THIS WAY... 


Using ad mat 202 as your key message, 
make up a 6” x 9” throwaway as illus- 
trated below: 


THE SHAKEDOWN 
MURDERS! 


Clueless! Baffling! 


(Ad mat 202) 


STARTLING! YOU’LL MEET THE 
TALKING BLACKBIRD ... ONLY 
HE KNOWS THE SECRET OF THESE 
SHOCKING MURDER MYSTERIES! 


SEE IT! = STRAND THEATRE! NOW! 








‘Find the Blackmailer’ 
Strand’s Next Mystery-Drama 


An unusual murder-mystery 
drama calculated to tingle the 
spine of the most hardened 
“who-done-it”’ fan will be the 
new screen fare presented at 
the Strand Theatre on Friday. 
The picture is Warner Bros.’ 
“Find the Blackmailer,” featur- 
ing Jerome Cowan, Faye Emer- 
son and Gene Lockhart. 

The plot centers about a talk- 
ing blackbird, trained by its ex- 
convict owner to repeat the 
name of the man he is attempt- 
ing to blackmail. Choosing the 
town’s leading citizen and can- 
didate for the mayoralty for 
his victim, he trains the bird to 
say “Don’t kill me, Rhodes,” in 
the event that he is murdered 
by a fellow gangster. Asking 
the sum of sixty thousand dol- 
lars for the abandonment of 
these plans, he hopes to make a 
quick get-away. Before his plan 
succeeds, however, somebody 
murders him with an ice-pick. 

A wild search for the black- 
bird ensues and almost every- 
one in the cast becomes a sus- 
pect for the murder of the 
blackmailer. With the aid of a 
clever detective, Rhodes finally 
succeeds in tracking down the 
missing blackbird, which proves 
to be an important clue to the 
solution of the crime. 

“Find the Blackmailer’ was 
directed by D. Ross Lederman. 
Robert E. Kent wrote the 
screenplay from a magazine 





Mat 101 — 15c 
Marjorie Hoshelle and Jerome Cowan 


are importantly cast in Warner 
Bros.’ mystery-drama, ‘Find the 
Blackmailer,” now at the Strand. 


story by G. T. Fleming-Roberts. 

Others in the cast include 
Marjorie Hoshelle, Robert Kent 
and Wade Boteler. 





Mystery-Drama 
At Strand Friday 


“Find the Blackmailer,” an 
action - packed mystery - drama 
with an unusual plot will have 
its premiere at the Strand 
Theatre Friday. Whereas, in 
most. ‘“‘who-done-its,” the prob- 
lem is to find the missing body, 
in this new Warner Bros. pic- 
ture it’s “find the missing bird!” 

A talking blackbird is hypo- 
thetically trained by its owner 
to repeat over and over the 
name of the man he is trying to 
blackmail, so that in the event 
of his death, this man would be 
exposed by the talking bird. He 
then uses this bird to blackmail 
his sister’s fiance who is run- 
ning for city Mayor and cannot 
afford to have his name in- 
volved. 

The man’s evil plans backfire 
and he is found dead, killed 
with an ice-pick, but the bird 
has disappeared. Then begins 
the frantic search for the black- 
bird. As each new scene un- 
folds new complications set in 
until apprehension of the crime 
becomes hopeless right up to its 
explanation in the closing scene. 

Some of Warner Bros.’ most 
capable personalities are in the 
cast of this unique drama. 
Jerome Cowan plays the private 
detective who is engaged to find 
the missing blackbird, Gene 
Lockhart plays the hopeful can- 
didate for the Mayoralty, Faye 
Emerson portrays the mur- 
dered man’s girl-friend with 
Robert Kent playing her ac- 
complice with Marjorie Hosh- 
elle, Wade Boteler and John 
Harmon also featured in the 
cast. 

“Find the Blackmailer” was 
directed by D. Ross Lederman 
from Robert E. Kent’s screen 
play based upon a magazine 
story by G. T. Fleming-Roberts. 


New Strand Film 


“Find the Blackmailer,”’ a 
Warner Bros. mystery drama, 
is the Strand Theatre’s current 
attraction. Featured in the cast 
are Jerome Cowan, Faye Emer- 
son and Gene Lockhart. D. Ross 
Lederman directed from Robert 
E. Kent’s screen play. 


Jerome Cowan, 
Master Sleuth 


More than a few actors have 
started their way to stardom on 
the screen by depicting a master 
sleuth. 

George Sanders gained his 
great popularity through his 
work in the “Saint” series. 
William Powell made a screen 
comeback when he created the 
“Nick” roles as the “Thin Man.” 

There are many other ex- 
amples but Warner Bros. is 
convinced that they have the 
next notable case in Jerome 
Cowan who plays the private 
detective in “Find the Black- 
mailer,” the Strand Theatre’s 
current attraction. 

Cowan is no novice to the 
screen. As a matter of fact, he 
earned the title which he held 
for several years as “Holly- 
wood’s busiest free-lance actor.” 
He relinquished this enviable 
title, however, when he recently 
signed a long-term contract 
with the Warner Bros. studios. 

Realizing that much of Cow- 


CAST 


D. L. Trees Jerome Cowan 
Mona Vance Faye Emerson 
John M. Rhodes..Gene Lockhart 


Pandora Pines, 
Marjorie Hoshelle 


Robert Kent 


Detective Cramer, 
Wade Boteler 


John Harmon 
Bradley Page 
Lou Lubin 
Ralph Peters 


Ray Hicky 
Farrell 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by D. Ross Lederman; 
Screen Play by Robert E. Kent; 
From a Magazine Story by G. 
T. Fleming-Roberts; Director 
of Photography, James Van 
Trees, A.S.C.; Film Editor, 
Harold McLernon; Sound by 
Robert B. Lee; Art Director, 
Charles Novi; Dialogue Direc- 
tor, Harry Seymour; Set Dec- 
orations by Clarence Steensen; 
’ Gowns by Leah Rhodes; Make- 
up Artist, Perc Westmore; Unit 
Manager, Eric Stacey; Asst. 
Director, Wilbur McGaugh. 





Faye Emerson, 
Film Vixen, First 
Acted in Church 


It is a paradox that Faye 
Emerson, who portrays an un- 
scrupulous vixen in Warner 
Bros.’ new entertaining mys- 
tery-drama, “Find the Black- 
mailer,” currently at the Strand 
Theatre, did her first real act- 
ing in church plays. 

A San Diego, Cal., girl, Miss 
Emerson participated in every 
play put on by her congregation 
during several years of her 
adolescence. She decided that 
she liked acting, so upon com- 
pletion of her education she 
went to Carmel where she 
joined the St. James Repertory 
company at a salary of $15.00 
a week. The following years 
found her working in several 
different stock companies, all 
within a few miles of Holly- 
wood and she appeared in such 
well-known plays as “The Tam- 
ing of the Shrew,” “Once in a 
Lifetime,” “Hay Fever’ and 
many others. 

She was enacting her favorite 
role — Mary Hilliard in “Here 
Today” at the San Diego Com- 
munity Theatre when a Warner 
Bros. talent scout spotted her 
and offered her a contract. 

The young actress has been 
working steadily at Warner 
Bros. ever since. In addition to 
the leading feminine role in 
“Find the Blackmailer,”’ she 
has finished a major part in the 
new Technicolor picture, “The 
Desert Song” with Dennis Mor- 
gan and Irene Manning. 

“Who ever thought that be- 
ing in church plays would lead 
to this,’ said Miss Emerson as 
she stepped into a scene to par- 
ticipate in a murder! 





an’s acting versatility had been 
wasted — in that he had ir- 
revocably been cast as a villain 
— Warner Bros. started hand- 
ing him sympathetic roles. His 
first assignment was opposite 
Jane Wyman in “Crime by 
Night.” The results of this pic- 
ture proved Warner Bros.’ fore- 
sight unerring, and he was im- 
mediately given the lead in 
“Find the Blackmailer,” a 
unique mystery drama, packed 
solid with 60 minutes of cease- 
less, exciting action, with a plot 
that defies apprehension until 
the very last. 

The charming manner and 
confident ease with which 
Cowan interpreted his part in 
“Find the Blackmailer” sets 
him solidly in the high plane of 
leading roles. So don’t be too 
surprised if he emerges this 
time as an irrevocable leading 
man. 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


John Rhodes (Gene Lockhart) 
hires D. L. Trees (Jerome Cowan), 
a detective, to track down a talking 
blackbird owned by Fred Molner 
who uses the bird as a means of 
blackmailing Rhodes. Molner has 
taught the bird to repeat “Don’t 
kill me, Rhodes,” in the event that 
he is murdered by a member of a 
gambling syndicate whom he has 
defrauded. Going to Molner’s apart- 
ment, Trees finds him murdered and 
his bodyguard, Ray Hickey (John 
Harmon), unconscious. Clues lead 
Trees to Mona Vance (Faye Emer- 
son), the murdered man’s girl- 
friend, who is currently involved 
with Harper (Robert Kent), pre- 
sumably her lawyer. 

Taking Rhodes to Mona’s apart- 
ment, he finds her with Harper. 
While Rhodes covers the two with a 
gun Trees searches the apartment 
and finds the blackbird in a cage 
disguised as a portable radio. Trees 
discovers that Harper is not a lawyer 
but a bigtime gambler who has been 
using Molner as a means of break- 
ing a rival gambling syndicate. Har- 
per killed Folner when he discovered 
that he was double-crossing him. He 
also discovers that the bird couldn’t 
talk but was seemingly made to do so 
by Hickey, who was a ventriloquist. 


(Running Time: 55 minutes) 
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Jerome Cowan and Faye Emerson are shown in a scene from ‘Find the 
Blackmailer,” Warner Bros.’ mystery-drama which starts its engagement 


Friday at the Strand Theatre. 





(Prepared Review) 


Strand’s ‘Find the Blackmailer’ 
Successful Mystery-Drama 


Warner Bros.’ new mystery- 
drama, “Find the Blackmailer,” 
which opened at the Strand 
Theatre yesterday, has all the 
basic requirements for a suc- 
cessful mystery story. It has a 
well-constructed plot, a high 
suspense content and excellent 
acting. It is jammed full of un- 
usual circumstances which fail 
to disentangle themselves until 
the very last scene and is ¢al- 
culated to keep audiences gues- 
sing right through to the end of 
its hour of continuous action 
and suspense. 

“Find the Blackmailer” is the 
story of a candidate for the 
Mayorship of his home town 
who is being framed by the 
brother of the girl to whom he 
is engaged. This girl’s brother 
has a five-year jail record and 
if the news should be made pub- 
lic it would ruin the chances of 
the aspirant mayor. 

A novel twist is given the 
story when a search for a talk- 
ing blackbird, who disappears 
after a murder is committed, 
becomes the object of the search 
for prima facie evidence in the 
case. Gene Lockhart, who por- 
trays the aspirant mayor, does 
not want anyone else to find the 
bird because he has reason to 
believe that its master (the 
murdered man) taught it to 
say, “No, no! Don’t kill me, 
Rhodes!”” for the purpose of 
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blackmailing him. 

He hires a private detective 
to find the bird and when it is 
finally discovered under most 
unexpected circumstances, the 
plot is climaxed in a novel man- 
ner that will surprise everyone 
who sees the picture. 

Gene Lockhart does a con- 
vincing characterization of the 
political-minded man and im- 
petus is given the fast-moving 
story by the able performances 
of Jerome Cowan as the private 
detective and Faye Emerson as 
the murdered man’s girl friend. 
Praise, too, to Marjorie Hosh- 
elle, Robert Kent, Wade Boteler 
and John Harmon who appear 
in the supporting cast. 

D. Ross Lederman’s able 
direction makes the most of 
Robert E. Kent’s screen play, 
maintaining an element of sus- 
pense throughout the picture. 


Lockhart Man 
Of Many Talents 


Acting is just one of Gene 
Lockhart’s many fine accom- 
plishments. He could have just 
as easily written Warner Bros.’ 
new mystery-drama, “Find the 
Blackmailer,”’ the Strand The- 
atre’s current attraction, as en- 
acting one of its leading roles. 

That is — if he could find 
the time.. Lockhart believes 
firmly in utilization of one’s 
spare time and he sets his own 
example. There is scarcely a 
minute in the day that he is 
not seriously engrossed in one 
of his many interests and hob- 
bies. He is a writer of consider- 
able ability, having authored 
more than 200 radio scripts, 
written and produced a number 
of successful revues and com- 
posed a great many well-known 
songs. His most remembered is 
the immortal “The World Is 
Waiting for the Sunrise.” 

The actor was born in Lon- 
don, Ontario, Canada, and has 
traveled extensively in Europe, 
North Africa and the -Near 
East. An American citizen, he 
loves America above all else 
because he thinks that it offers 
more freedom and opportunity 
for the “little’ man than any 
other country in history. 

Lockhart was put under con- 
tract to Warner Bros. recently 
and he has become one of the 
busiest men on the lot. Several 
choice roles have been picked 
out for him in pictures scheduled 
for early production. 
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